Secretary.
What are they going to do with us!   That
is the question we have to face now.1
The second Positive Character, the Secretary, is described as a
refined type who began as a Genevan idealist. He is disillusioned
and has acquired a habit of dogged patience, a positive quality,
in the course of interviews with the distinguished statesmen of
different nations, all in a condition of invincible ignorance as to
the spirit of Geneva. He is contrasted with the Judge and is
represented not as a martyr like the former, but as being a Machia-
vellian, who has a hardy fighting optimism for the ultimate triumph
of the Geneva spirit. He declares himself and his methods:
The Secretary.
They don't know what Geneva means to us.
The powers think we are nothing but their
catspaw. They flout us openly by ignoring
the Covenant and making unilateral treaties
that should be made by us. They have
driven its underground as if we were a
criminal conspiracy. But in little ways of
which the public knows nothing we sidetrack
them. We sabotage them. We shame
them. We make things difficult or im-
possible that used to be easy. You don't
know what the atmosphere of Geneva is.
When I came here I was a patriot* a Nationa-
list, regrading my appointment as a win
for my own country in the diplomatic game.
But the atmosphere of Geneva changed me.
I am now an Internationalist. 1 am the
ruthless enemy of every nation, my own
included.*
In the third act, the atmosphere of Geneva, which the Secretary
describes, is shown in action. It opens with quarrels all round,
1.    Ibid, p, P304, La.
2,    Geneva, p, 1310, l.b.
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